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Introduction

As part of activies under Environmental Rightaulsunit of Groundwork, field
investigators from the Centre for Environment, Human Rights and Developmen
(CEHRD) visited Edagberi (Joinkrama 4) community on July 18, 2009, to confirm &
repoted oil spill incident. Thes pi | | had o c cdeliverygigelineihkoqn g
Okodia manifold to Adibaw flowstation Having confirmed the spillage, identified
the site and a community contact person/informer, CEHRD embarked on another vis
for deailed dommentation of the above spill. The succeeding visit duldfdest visitd

was effected on August 15, 2009Surprisingly, between the inteal of the initial
confirmation visit and he first visit, another oil spilhad occurred on the same
delivery pipeline along Taylor f@ek. This report covers both spillages. It highlights
the frequency ofoil spill at Edagberi community; the lack of transparencgilrspill

Joint inspection reporting; and the increasing frustration suffered by the community i
the face of eroding livelihood structures.

Edagberi Community

Edagberi is ao called Joinkrama 4 (or simpiK4). The community is in Egenni clan

in Ahoada West Local Government Area of Rivers State. JK4 is abnormally
sandwiched by two Bayelsa State coomiies. According to the Edagberi/Betterland
Central Youth Leader, Famous Inivie, Edagberi is a victim of the politics of oil. He
noted that Edagberi was skillfully skipped and retained in Rivers State when Bayels
was carved out of the old Riverda®e kecausethe communityis rich oil deposit.

o0 @rdinarily, remarks Famousny people would havergferred to be part of Bayelsa
State because afur nearness to Yenagoa, the state capit@kK4 has 44 oil wells and
the Adibawa fieldoperated by the Shell Peteum Development Company of Nigeria
Limited (SPDC).

Frequencyof Oil Spillage in Edagberi

The incidence of oil leakages in Edagberi is increasingly degeneratandetiberate
policy of the oil giant. Based on a chronalm] list of oil spills givento CEHRD at

the community, between 20062009, Edagberi suffered no fewer than 16 oil spillages
(see Appendix 1), making it one of the worst oil impacted communities in the Nige
Delta. For instance, in 20@80ne, six spillages hamtcurredalready andmore might
occur before the end of the year. CEH
of the deliverytruckling, and the ease at which the pipes succumb to pressure relate
explosions.

Altds more |1 ke a weshatl ogcured cecantty weren at an.
average interval of 2 weFRarkosidgnivie. Maraovee n t
the two most recent spills (herein reported) occurred in two weeks succession (s
introduction above)ln June this year, SPDC carried out sectioeplacement on the
spill vulnerable pipeline. &tial replacement is neither a palliative nor the solution!

In less than two months pesplacement the two spills herein discussed occurred.



The Spills in Focus

On Thursday, 16 Jul yery pipeling Qconne&tirgD Gkodia 2
manifold to Adibawa field) ruptured at about 40@Gway from the Adibawa flow
station. The leaked spot is at the heart of a freshwater swamp. The swamp is a thic
forested floodplain conspicuously fragmented by the deliygogline. The swamp
vegetation s diverse which characterizeich transitional mrshland in the rain forest
belt (see plate 1). Identifiable economic trees at the impacted area include raphia pa
(Raphia hookeri)oil palm Elaeisguineensiy etc.

Thesecond spill in focus (hereinafter called Taylor spill) happened on August 2, 200
along the same Okordiddibawa delivery trunckline, butat a different section
flanking Taylor Geek. At this area, the delivery line lay approximately 50m parallel to
the aeek channel.

Taylor Creek originates as an adjunct of Ndoni creek, and flows Soetstward and
finally debouches intthe Nun River before Yegoa n the lower Niger Delta. Ndoni
Creek, the source of Tayloré€zk is an obsolete creek that drajpart ¢ the waters of
the upper Niger River system into the Orashi River. Miaeginal vegetation of Taylor
Creek around the impacted area is predominated by water hya€imthhornia
crassipes

Luxuriant casseas plantedin alluvial farmlandson the uppercre&k extend to the
lower edges From the ruptured spot, oil flowed down gradient into Taylor Creek until
August 11, 2009, when it was clamped.

Impacts of the Spills

Detailed short and lonterm impact of the spills can only be ascertain if an
independent &t Impact Assessent (PIA) study is commissioned; PIA is rarely
carried ouin Nigeria. The swamp spill affects the swamp fish and fisheries, afigeci
hook and line fishing. The swamp vegetation and resident animal divarsityeavily
impactedi alread plantshave startedhowng signs of withering Some heavy metals
are known to beconstituents of crude oil. Given the incessant spillthatswamp,
acute heavy metal pollution might bea nagging issue.The likelihood of
bioaccumulation of heavy meta#sd other crude oil associdttoxins in fish caught
from the impacted swamp basin constitutes potential health risks to consiimas.
also gathered that some years ago the impacted swamp had been used for paddy
production which had to stop becausf previousoil spills at the swamp

Taylor spill causes severe mortal damage to cultivated cassava theghaneaovered

by oil. As an emergency response, owners of impacted farmlamismrked on
inevitable emergencharvestof their cassava along he contaminateccreek edges.
Such unplanned harvest will likecause potential food insecurity overtime. Cassava
Is a root and tuber crop that tolerates poor soil conditions, and can be left in the soil f
as long asthe farmer desire Besidesmultiple food derivatives, noseasonality
conferson cassava a readipvailablefood source at any time of the year. Thus the
affected farmers thasre compelled by the spill to harvest massively their cassava



plantations, would overtime, certainly have probleitack of self-grown cassava for
internal consumptignvould have to buy from others

Fisheries of Taylor Creek are seriously hampered by the oilimgoas fishes (except
poor oxygen tolerant and air breathing species) had either mignaged killed bythe

oi |l toxicity. AFi shing is my only mea
family is in trouble because these days, | hardly catch fish that willnffesadone not
to talk of my entire family , | aments a fisher manteamn |

encountered on the Taylor channel

JIT Scam

Joint Inspection TeanQJIT) report is expected to be completed in the field by all
stakeholders once the cause of a spillage has been detected and agreed upon. It
behooves on the liable company to malvailable carbonalecopies of the repoib
other stakeholders including the affected community. Unfortunately JITs involving
Edagberi though not a strange experienocethe deltado not conformto minimum
standard of transparenteporting. The commnity narrated theirlJ ordeals thus:

Aln virtually every rdeping td Edagbed remesentativer
hasbeen either trickily oforcefully asked to countersighe signature page afblank

JT reportform andpromisedto be givena copy of the completed report later. on
SPDC usually go away with the report forms under the watchful efes
representatives of government regulatory agenares security operativewith the
promise that the report will be completed at their offidecasionally JIT reports
have beemiven to us days after the joint inspection had bamme,usuallyundated,
having no useful tracking information but the signature page is duly signed by al
parties. | think my community has been too insensitive and veakave been
gambl ed all the whil edd nayoungtgmdiaterbé n
Petroleum Engineeringfrom JK4 Amnesty International has questioned the
authenticity of JIT reporten spills in the deltandreviewed the lack thereof their
recentrepord6 6 Ni ger i a: PetrolvelbmhobBdbEl uhi bhe

Moreover, he community substantiatdse abovellT cheatclaim by givenCEHRD a
copy of previouslysigned but blankJIT report! CEHRDalso gathered that joint
inspectionteam in conjunction vl the commuity representatives had designated
equipment failure as cause af spills in the communityor almost two decades now.
But SPDC only pgs meager compensation certain times, while some spills remair
uncompensated fooMh y wo n 6 t (reternirg yo SPRCY what they like when
my community does nohave properly filled JIT report as evidence andool to
demand foradequate reparationcicommented Henry. The fact that oil spiés at
Edagberi have been consistently saal by equipment failure is not unconnected with
the communitycompany understanding to curb sabotage. Contract for surveillance o
oil facilities within the communitys overseen by trusteeBroceeds from the contract
jobs are use for minor community ddopment projects. With this kind of
arrangement, virtuallyeverybody in the community partakesin the monitoring
scheme.



Containment, Cleanup and Remediation

Both spills(herein reportedare yet to beleaned, ifat all they wouldAs at the time

of thevisit, only quasi containment was ongoirf the swamp sitestorage (Geepee)
tanks for mopped surface oil weseen ashorén one side of the impactéddoded
swamp Fossboom is used to confine the diowever, thick oil sleeksi sighted

behind he boom (the area intended to be foreclpsé@dch indicates that either the
boom is inefficient for containment or contingency response wastatestly likely

due to leakages through spaces between palm fronds used to augment th@rboom
the other flak of same floodplain, SPDC unsightly used palm fronds tied tggueg
stakedor containment in place of conventional boddizHRD investigators were
stunned by the sight of tiieS P Di@novatived pa |l m | e a vOf courde,oib mo
leaked througlheleaves interspaces to the supposedly protected #seasplated

and 2. If containments grossly inadequate and cleap is doubtful, then

rehabilitation and restoration of the site is not anticipdted

The cae of Taylor Creek is not different from te&amp site in terms of containment,
cleanup and remediation. Boom is used to enclose the aihstuhe point of

discharge orthe creek charel. However, the fishermajuoted earliemformed

CEHRD team that initially SPDC had crosskd channel transvelgdo prevent
downstream oil spreauy by watercurrent, but the combined strengthtloé river

current and stranded mass of water hyacinth overpowered and broke open the boom



Plate 1Parallel technologles SPDC palm leaves boom + conventional howork.



Plate 2 Sunken boom at Edagberi swamp.



